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Meeting of tUe Second Baptiet Church in NewpoH,* Decem- 
ber, 1829: 

Vottd.^ That Deachn William W. Vkrkox, E. Trktbtt, and Gkorgc 
C. Shaw, be a Committee, to wait on omr Pkstor, the Rev. Johh O. 
CnouLEif to thank him for the veiy appropriate lermon preached bj him on 
the lact ThanksgiTiog Day ; and request a copy for the preaa. 

KOBERT ROUrBS, CkmA CUtk, 

Xewwort, Dectmier 90, 1829. 
Rev. Sir — ^We, the nndersi^ed, in accorclanee with the above Vote, do 
preaent yon the unAsigned thauka of the Second Baptist Church, in Newport, 
for the nistorical sermon, delivered bj yon, before said Chnrch and Soeietj, 
on the late day of Thanksgiving; in which the feelings and sentiments, that 
animated our pious forefathers, to constitute said Chnrch, are clearly depict- 
ed, and many important facia stated, which are connected with the rise, 
Srogre«, and present proi^erity of said Chnrch and Congregation ; and we 
o respectfully solicit a ropy for the preas. 
With Christian deference, we are. 

Yours, respeelfnlly i 
WILLIAM W. V£RNON, } 
E. TREVETT, > Ornmittte. 

GEORGE a SHAW, ) 

A'ewport (R, I.) Jamuary 1, 1S30. 

DxaR Brethbxv — I have received yovr communication, expressing the 
wish of the Church that I would publish the Discouise delivered on the. day 
of Thanksgiving. I have no objection to accede to the request, but would 
state the circumstances which induced me to nnderUke the eompoaiticm of 
the Sermon. Soon after my ordination, I felt a desire to know the early 
History of our Society. My enquiries were by no means satis&ctory. I 
found the early records sadly defective, and even a long succeasion of yean 
wanting a chronicle of their events. It occurred to me, tliat a diligent and 
speedy application to various authorities tUpresem existing, might contribote 
to the enlargement of the Chuicb book on important topics, and I applied 
myself to the task. The Church records of other Religious Societies m the 
Sute, the private journals of eood men, whose interest in the welfere of the 
Church inouced them to note down her eventful progiess, and the informa- 
tion of aged persons in this vicinity, put me in possession of much important 
matter of ftct, which I thouffbt would prove of general interest to our Church 
and Congregation, if brought into a Discourse. 

Many of the young people in the Society know but little of the events 
which induced their ancestors to leave the emlearmenis of home and nabve 
land ; and I have therefore endeavoured to shew the connexion existing 
between the persecutions of bigotry, and the exactiona of superstition with 
the settlement of this Colony and the establishment of our religious Institn- 
tions. I would acknowledge my obligations to the labours of Callendery 
Backus, Benedict and Robinson. 

Hoping that this attempt to promote our knowledge of the foots connected 
with our past history, as a Religious Society, may excite our gratitude to 
that God who has been our glory and defence, and strengthen our foit6 in hia 
word and fhithfolness, 

1 am, dear Brethren, 

Yours with Christian regard, 

J. O. CUOULES. 

To Dea. W. W. Verxow, ) 

Eleazer Trevett, > Committee, 
Ueoxce C. Shaw, ) 



SERMO]^. 



EzR^ir, 16. 

** That starch may be mfi4e in the pooi of the records of 
iky fathers.^' 

It is interesting to reflect upon the past, when we 
can derive from the retrospect lessons of instruction 
and consolation : especially it is pleasing to review 
the former pathway of a cause which exhibits the 
most important relationships, and claims an eternal 
association with " the blessed God." The Christ- 
ian Church is the cause of God, and in a high and 
spiritual sense it may be said to be all that we have 
belonging to God upon the earth. 

The world was created by God for the residence 
of his church, and all the dispensations of his provi- 
dence, for six thousand years, have taken place in 
marked subserviency to the economy of grace. Read 
the page of the world's history, and you will see that 
every event of matter and of mina has ultimately 
evinced the steady regard and good will of God to 
Zion. The people of (he Most High have seen his 
goings forth on their behalf in all ages, and through 
the tender mercy of our God, we possess an inspir- 
ed history of the church for several generations, 
and are thus enabled to reap advantage from the 
wisdom and experience of those who are now in- 
heriting the promises. 

But it is proper to acknowledge that there is 
much in the history of what is commonly called 
" the church," which we would gladly forget. Her 
days of darkness have been many, her enemies migh- 



tjj her follies multiplied, her annals written in blood, 
and we sometimes wish that the falling tears of the 
historian had rendered her records illegible. 

The well known partialities of mankind for anti- 
quity, have caused the dark roU of many genera- 
tions to be drawn out for the purpose of supporting 
error as well as truth in the Christian church ; and 
now to rely upon the evidence of antiquity to decide 
the propriety of doctrine or practice in religion, is 
dangerous, unless indeed, we go back to the anti- 
quity of apostolic days, because the baneful shade 
of superstition stalked in the track of the earliest 
heralds of the cross^ and her children in some in- 
stances became the immediate successors of the 
Apostles in the church* The middle ages are pro- 
perly called " dark :" They have thrown a veil upon 
their transactions, and the only accurate *' recordP^ 
of the church of Christ for about one thousand years,^ 
is to ,be found in the register " an high.^^ Fet 
when clouds and darkqess were round the church, 
" God over all" was at the helm controlling her af- 
fairs, directing her destiny ; and when the fulness of 
time had arrived, and the divine purposes were 
matured, a wonderful combination of events intro- 
duced the Reformation. Germany caught the flame ; 
it spread from nation to nation, darkness disappear- 
ed before it, and God once more said, '< Let there 
be light." 

It is the singular felicity of this country, that she 
has no doubtful annals, either civil or religious. 
She is the hope of the world, the expectation of the 
race of man ; God's hiding place for his redeemed 
ones; he hath elevated her in the sight of all the 
nations, and inscribed her glorious destiny in char- 
acters legible as if written with the lightning's beam 
on the dark thunder cloud. The kindreds, tribes, 
and tongues of other lands behold it, and they say, 
" Arise, let us go hence !" 

Light is never so sweet as when it rises up in 



darkness. Atfa period^when tbe miseries of Europe 
seemed to call for the especial interference of Heav- 
en, in order to justify the belief of a superintending 
Providence, Jehovah| burst forth from his secret 
chambers, evinced the reality of his government, 
became a very present helper in the time of trouble, 
and shewed, that " it is the glory of God to conceal 
a thing." 

" Light cameTrom heaven — the Magnet was reveal'd, 
A surer star to guide the seaman's eye. 
Than the^pale^gloiy of the Northern sky." 

Then the grasping genius of Columbus planned a 
mighty project, as he gazed upon the star of day 
dipping in^the far-off western wave, 

" Where the tide of light. 
Pay after^day'roird [down the gulf of night. 
There seem'd one waste of waters — ^long in vain 
His spirit brooded o'er the Atlantic main. 
When, sudden as creation burst from nought. 
Sprang a new world through his stupendous thought. 
. * # * * ■ * * 

Thoughtful he wander'd on tlie beach alone. 
Mild o'erihe deep the vesper planet shone. 

****** 

Through the slow silent hours he watched the host 

Of midnight suns, in western darkness lost. 

Till Night himself on shadowy pinions borne. 

Fled o'er the mighty waters, and the Mom 

Danc'd on the mountains — *^ Lights of heaven," he cried, 

" Lead on — ^I go to win a glorious bride !" 

****** 

The winds were prosperous, and the billows bore 
The brave adventurer to the pftnaods'd shore i 
Far in the west, array'd in purjde light, 
Dawn'd the^ew World on his enraptur'd sight ! 
Not Adam, loosened from th' encumb'ring earth. 
Waked by the breath of God to instant birlli. 
With sweeter^ilder wonder gaz'd around, 
When life within, and light without he found, 
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When all creation nuhing o'er hit soul. 

He geem'd to live and breathe throughout tkt whole. 

So felt Columbus — ^when divinely fair 

At the last look of resolute despair. 

The Hesperian Isles, from distance dimly blue. 

With gradual beauty, open'd on his view. 

In that proud moment his transported mind 

The morning and the evening worids combin'd. 

And made the sea, that sunder'd them before, 

A bond of peace, uniting shore to shore !" 

Thus a new era dawned upon the world. Men 
of science and learhing exulted at the thought of 
the researches to be made, and the acbievcmenta 
to be effected on a yet untrodden theatre ; misery 
mid despair rejoiced in the prospect of a secure 
asylum ; and tyrants^ conscious that their sceptres 
had lost their former potency and ralue, gazed most 
probably with chagrin, upon i^ spot of earth, that 
they foresaw would be too remote for their perma- 
nent control. The desjpotism of Elizabeth, the 
misrule of James, and his unfortunate successor, 
and the prelatical oppressions of Whitgift, Bancroft, 
and Laud^ had produced much misery to a large 
body of the English nation. 

'< It is a shrewd presumption against f)relacy, that 
the most arbitrarir princes have discovered the 
greatest fondness for it, as if it served their designs 
better than any otlier system, called religion." 1 he 
attachment has been mutual, and full-blooded pre- 
lacy has flourished only under despotism. History 
shows that it has uniformly attempted dominion 
over the private judgments and consciences of men. 
Thus we see the bench advancing, with its one 
hundred and forty-one cations, demanding subscrip- 
tion, and arresting the march of truth, on her way 
to gospel liberty. The rights of conscience being 
thus infringed, the preposterous attempt was made, 
to establisn religion on the foundation of human 
authority. We are ready to ask the question, 
'* When {)relates fixed a religion for latest pos- 



ierityi why did they not complete the farce, and 
assess a rate of taxes to the end of time f " Men 
could no longer remain in the pale of a church, 
whose head was a King or Queen, either Lutheran, 
Presbyterian, Prelatical, or Popish, which had ex- 
isted under all, and served the purposes of each of 
these. 

Objections were made to the officers of the 
church, as characters unknown in apostolic limes ; 
such as Arch-Bishops, Bishops, Deans, Rectors, 
Vicars, Curates, Chancellors, Arch^Deacons, Proc** 
tors. Registers, Surrogates, to describe whose power 
and employment, Ro&ason remarks, would puzzle 
the twelve inspired Apostles. Your forefathers were 
determined to come out from a church, whose 
greatest grief appeared to be her amputation from 
Rome ; and whose most anxious desire seemed to 
be an approximation to that idolatrous and apostate 
communion. The rites and ceremonies and inno* 
vations of the church, all conspired to render 
non-conformity justifiable.* 

To escape the cruel persecution of the Star- 
Chamber, and court of High Commission, and 
the anathemaTspirit of the arch-bigot Laud, who 
poured out his fury on all but papists ; your pilgrim 
fathers left their homes, took their bibles, crossed 
the ocean, seated themselves on the New-England 
shores, and commenced the cultivation of the social 
and Christian charities.t 

* The questioning of iBfanto — consecratioii of places— bowing to the 
East, and at the name of Christ— using the sign of the cross— demand- 
ing sponsers and sprinkling infi&nts— absdution of the sick, kc. &c. kc 

t That the policy of Church and Sta^ was mtmded to harass and 
distress the consciences of men, is very evident from an examination of 
various measures of the times. The following anecdote is in point : 
When the Lord Chamberlain, IV^chester, told tiie King, while the act 
of unifcMrmity was under debate, that he was afraid the terms were so hard, 
that many of &e late ministers could not comply with them ; Bishop 
Sheldon being present, replied, ''lam t^aidthey wiU.*' See Dr. 
Bates' funeral sermon for Baxter. — Two thousand ministers parted 
with their living, and kept their consciences ! So it appears that the 
ministers were more honest, than his Lordship supposed. 



These ancestors of yours, were " a rare race of 
men, reared up for a rare purpose.'^ We do not 
say too much, when we assert, that nature, educa- 
tion and grace, had conjoined to set on them the 
seal of superiority. They came — and I should 
marvel at their progress, settlement, and success, if 
I did not see his hand, who guides his chosen by 
" the right way," and if 1 did not hear a voice, 
which said to them, " this is the way, walk ye in 
it, fear not, for I am with ye." 

But even in Zoar there was trouble and cause for 
lamentation ; and the forefathers of this colony and 
town, soon felt themselves in the situation of ancient 
Israel, their pillar of cloud and fire was yet in ad- 
vance, and they had to seek the place which God 
would give them for a home, and a shelter from the 
storm. 

The idol of uniformity, on whose altar so many 
seas of blood in all ages have been spilt, was too 
soon erected in Massachusetts — but God caused the 
wrath of man to praise him, and we will not dwell 
upon so dark a spot in so fair a prospect. 

However, it appears in that day of darkness, 
Roger Williams and Dr. John Clark declared 
the grand truth, that ^^ Jesus Christ is King in his 
own kingdom, and that no men have right to exer- 
cise authority in matters of conscience."* 

Those able historians, Callender, fiackus and 
Benedict, have recorded in detail, all the events 
connected with the settlement of the State of 
Rhode- Island and Providence Plantations. It is 
sufficient on this occasion for me to state, that 
Roger Williams retired from Massachusetts to See- 
konk, and after an amicable treaty with the lords of 

* As a denomination, we owe much to Roger Williams — ^perhaps the 
debt would be best cancelled, by giving to the world a candid biogra- 
phy of this great and good man, whose singular fate it has been, to be 
called " an obstinate bigot," and '' an inconstant man, yea, a weather- 
vane !" 



tKe soil, settled at M odhausic, which he then called 
Providence. Ho was soon followed by his friend, 
Dr. John Clark, to whom he gave a kind reception. 
In 1637, Dr. Clark, with seventeen others,* by the 
aid of Roger Williams, obtained from the Indians a 
part of Aquedneck, or Rhode-Island. 

Dr. Clark was a learned and intelligent man, and 
was instrumental in the constitution of the earliest 
religious body in this town, in 1644. This society 
remains to the present day, and is known as the 
first Baptist Church. The church was composed 
of twelve members, and received a very gradual 
increase. (See Appendix A.) 

We are now come to those events, which led to 
the formation of this church, where for so many 
years, God hath recorded his name, and blessed his 
people — he is our God, and we will praise him ! he 
is our fathers' God, and we will exalt him ! 

In 1666, some of the members of Dr. Clark^s 
church became convinced of the importance of 
attending to what they conceived the scriptural 
doctrine of the imposition of hands, and regarded 
it as binding on all believers. This led to the se- 
cession of twenty-one members,t who immediately 
formed themselves into a separate church, under 
the name of the Second Baptist Church in Newport 

Their first pastor was the Rev. William Yaughan, 
who laboured with them twenty-one years, and died 
1677. The second in the ministry, was the Rev. 
Thomas Baker, who removed to North-Kingstown, 
(R. I.) and there formed a church ; he was succeed- 
ed by the Rev. John Harden, an Englishman^ who 

* William Coddington, John Clarke, William Hutchinson, John 
Coggeshall, William Aspinwall, Samuel Wilbore, John Porter, John 
Sandford, Edward Hutchinson, jun. Thomas Savage, William Dyre, 
William Freebome, Philip Shearman, John Walker, Richard Caraer, 
William Baulston, Edward Hutchinson, sen. and Henry Bull. 

t William Vaughan, Thomas Baker, James Clark, Jeremiah Clark, 
Daniel 'Wightman, John Odlin, Jeremiah Weeden, Joseph C^std, John 
Greenman; Henrv Claik, Peleg Peckhfun, Joseph Weeden> John 
Rhodes, Ji^mes Brown, John Hammett, William Rhodes, Daniel 
Sabear^ Wn^. Greenman, James Barker, S. Hookey and T. Peckham. 
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died in 1700. In 1697, the church erected their 
firfit building for public worship ; the deed of the 
land is under date of October 23, 1697. Mr. Har- 
den was followed by the Rev. James Clark, nephew 
to Dr. John Clark. His ordination took place in 
1700, and the ministers from Providence officiated 
on the occasion ; viz. Pardon Tilliughast, James 
Brown, and Gregory Dexter. In 1701, Jeremiah 
Clark was chosen deacon ; and in 1704, he was 
assisted in the office by a colleague, John Odlin. 
Mr. Clark, it appears, was not alone in the service 
of the church, but had an associate, the Rev. Dan- 
iel Wightman, who was ordained in 1704. These 
good men were laborious, useful, and respected. 

In 1706-7, the society rebuilt their meeting- 
house. 

December 31, 1726, the church met and appoint- 
ed a monthly church meeting, to be held for the 
regular discharge of busiuess. It is to be lamented, 
that up to this period, the church had no regular 
records, and the opening of a book for the minutes 
of church transactions, was the commendable act of 
Mr. John Comer, who about this time united with 
the church, and of whom it is proper, that we take 
farther notice. 

Mr. Comer was a native of Boston, and received 
religious instruction from the two Mathers ; while 
pursuing his studies in the University, he joined the 
church at Cambridge, in 1720. Not long after, he 
was convinced of the propriety of believer's bap- 
tism by immersion, and united himself to the Bap- 
tist church at Boston, January 31, 1726. In May, 
1726, we find him associate pastor of the first Bap- 
tist church in Newport ; having as his colleague, the 
Rev. Mr. Peckham. Mr. Comer was the individu- 
al who introduced psalmody into the public worship 
of this town. A blessing attended his labours, and 
during his ministry of three years, the members of 
the church increased from seventeen to fifty-one. 
On Lord's day, November 17, 1728, Mr. Comer 
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|))reached a sermon, in wbieh he maintained the 
doctrine of the imposition of hands on baptized 
believers. This discourse gavo great offence to his 
colleague, and many of the brethren. Much ex- 
citement was the result, and the church postponed 
its stated season for communion. On the eighth of 
January, 1729, Mr. Comer applied to the church 
for a dismission, which, after explanation, he re- 
ceived ; and he next united with this church, into 
which he was received by Mr. Wightman, by impo- 
sition of hands. As Mr. Clark was aged and 
infirm, Mr. Comer was invited to assist Mr. Wight- 
man in his ministeiialduties ; and his faithful labours 
for two years, were eminently owned by God. 

Just one hundred years ago, this church enjoyed 
a rich out-pouring of God's holy spirit ; its state was 
truly flourishing, and about forty persons were 
brought to the knowledge of the truth, during the 
summer and fall of 1729. The number of members 
was one hundred and fifty. 

Mr. Comer left the church, in order to visit other 
parts of the church of Christ, especially in Penn- 
sylvania, and received a general letter of commen- 
dation for that purpose. He was a man of sound 
learning, and fervent piety, and a great benefactor 
to this society, which appears to have been edified 
by his ministrations. Mr. Clark died in 1736, aged 
eighty-seven years. Mr. Wightman was now as- 
sisted by the Rev. Nicholas Eyres, a native of 
Wilts, England. He was bom August 22, 1691 ; 
and was educated in the city of Bristol. He camQ 
to Newport in 1731, and was ordained as co-pastor^ 
In 1 736, the church voted that it was their duty to 
take up quarterly collections for the poor, a practice 
which continues to this day. 

In 1741, Joseph Sandford and Job Ca?r, were 
ordained deacons, by the pastors. 

Mr. Wightman died in 1760, aged eighty-two 
years ; and it is proper to record that he was a de- 
scendant of the last man, who suffered as a martyr 
in England, and who was put to death in 1 612, 
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Forborne time, Mr; fiyres remained alone in the 
discharge of parochial duties ; he was a man of very 
fine natural talents, and his scholastic acquirements 
were highly respectable. Mr. Eyres died February 
18, 1769.* 

We are now to speak of that venerable man of 
God, who for so many years was connected with 
this society, and who yet lives in the fond remem- 
brance of many in this assembly, who received in- 
struction from his lips. Gardner Thurston, the son 
of Edward and Elizabeth Thurston, was born No- 
vember 14, 1721. In early life he was brought, by 
sovereign grace, to feel that he was a ruined sinner, 
and to seek salvation through the blood and right- 
eousness of the Lord Jesus Christ He was bap- 
tized by Mr. Eyres, April 4, 1741. In 1748, in the 

* A monument erected to iys memoiy, bean the foUowing inBcrip- 
tlon : 

" From an eaily institution in the languages^ 
And mathematical learning, 
He proceeded to the study of the«acred sciipturef* 
And from, them alone derived 
The true Christian science^ 
Of the recoverv of man 
To virtue and nappiness. 
This he explained in his pastoral instructions ; 
This he happily recommended in his own exampLs 
Of gravit]^> piety, and unblennshed morals. 
Like his Divine Master 
In his daily visitations^ 
He went about doing good. 
He was n friend to ihe virtuous of every denomination* 
But a foe to established error and superstition; 
An enemy to unscriptural claims of superiori^ 
Among the churches of our common Lord ; 
But of Protestant liberty and the rights of oonsdenoe^ 
An able and steady defender. 
From these distiimushing features. 
And ruling princii^ of his character. 
Posterity may know. 
Or at least have reason to judge. 
That while many monumental inscriptions. 
Perpetuate the names of those. 
Who will awake to shame and everlasting contempt. 

This stone transmits the memory of one. 

Who shall shine as the brightness of the fiimunent. 

And u the itais forever and ever." 
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27th year of Us age, he \vas called by this church 
to the work of the Christian ministry, and became 
assistant to Mr. Eyres, till his death, when the church 
invited him to become its pastor ; and April 29, 
1759, he was solemnly ordained and set apart as a 
bishop. The presbytery that assisted on the occa- 
sion, were the Rev. Job Mason, of Swanzey, who 
gave the right hand of fellowship : the Rev. Russcl 
Mason, who preached the sermon from Romans x. 
16 : " How shall they preach except they be sent ?" 
and the Rev. Charles Holden, of Warwick, who 
gave the charge. 

The most important event in the history of the 
church, under the early administration of Mr. Thurs- 
ton, was the controversy which so long agitated its 
members, respecting the introduction of singing in 
the public worship of God. Perhaps the fashions 
of this world do not change more entirely, than the 
opinions of men. That part of our devotion, which 
in this house is so beautifully and judiciously con- 
ducted, and which tends so much to animate pious 
feelings, was once most strenuously opposed, as sa- 
voring too strongly of the abominations of mystical 
Babylon. In 1764, efforts were made to introduce 
psalmody, and numerous church meetings were 
called for the purpose, without accomplishing the 
object. October 4, 1 764, a committee was appoint- 
ed " to ascertain the minds of the brethren in gen- 
eral, concerning singing praise to God in the 
church." 

At last, April 18, 1766, " a church meeting was 
held, at which twenty-seven brethren attended ; 
eighteen gave it as their mind to sing praise to God 
every public meeting day. Five gave it as their 
mind to sing at fifth day meetings, and two gave 
their voice against it at any time, ^o we concluded 
to sing praise to God on all days of public worship, 
and to sing such psalms or hymns as the minister 
shall direct.'' 
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1^69, Ezekiel Burroughs, Jatnes Barker, andi 
William Tilley, were ordained deacons. 

July 4, 1771, William Rogers, a member of the 
church, was Ucensed to preach the gospel. You are 
aware of the eminence at which Dr. Rogers arrived 
in his profession, as a divine, and his respectability 
as a man of letters ; and it is interesting to reflect, 
that this was the fountain, which sent out a stream, 
so instrumental in making glad the city of God. 

1774, Stephen Peckham was ordained deacon. 

Mr. Peleg Burroughs, was licensed as a preacher, 
by the church, who deemed him to be possessed of 
gifts which qualified him for the Christian ministry. 
He afterwards removed to the church at Tiverton, 
(R. I.) 

Mr. John Jones was also licensed at this time to 
preach ; of whom no farther record is found. 

In 1776, the church received from the executors 
of John Tillinghast, Esq. one hundred Spanish mill- 
ed dollars, as a legacy, *' to be improved for the use 
of the ministry of said church." 

When the difficulties of the Revolutionary con* 
test began to affect this town and Island, the cler- 
gymen removed, with the exception of Mr. Thurs- 
ton and the Sabbatarian minister. Mr. Thurston 
preached to a large audience, and when this house 
became the hospital and barracks for the army» 
he officiated in the Trinity Church. 

In 1783, Jethro Briggs was ordained deacon- 
Early in 1794, Mr. Thurston applied to his peo- 
ple, to procure him aid in the discharge of his 
duties ; and for some months he was assisted in the 
pulpit by the Rev. Thomas Dunn. 

After this, the desk waa often supplied by Br. 
W. Peckham, a member of the church. Mr. P. 
has been, for a number of years, the venerated 
pastor of the Tiverton church ; and his labours 
down to his latest days, are crowned with great 
success. 
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In 1799, Mr. Thurston received assistance from 
the Rev. William Collier, now of Boston. Octo- 
ber 30, 1800, the church voted to unite with the 
corporation in choice of the minister. 

The infirmities of age became so pressing, that 
Mr. Thurston earnestly besought his people to ob- 
tain a pastor, and release him from his station. — 
On the thirteenth of May, 1801, the good man 
was gratified in his desire ; and the Rev. Joshua 
Bradley was ordained to the pastoral care of the 
church. 

Septembers, 1801, the church passed a unani- 
mous vote to unite with the Warren Association at 
its next anniversary, to be held with the church at 
Sutton ; and appointed as its delegates, the pastor 
and Samuel Barker. 

May 23, 1802, Mr. Thurston departed this life, 
in the eighty-second year of his age. From a paper 
in his own hand-writing, I have obtained the fol- 
lowing information, respecting his long and faithful 
ministry. From August, 1759, to 1801, he baptized 
three hundred and twenty-eight persons, and mar- 
ried eleven hundred and fourteen couple. He as- 
sisted at the ordination of the following ministers, 
viz. John Mason, Erasmus Kelley. and Peleg Bur- 
roughs. With regard to other ordinations, he says, 
in a letter to a clergyman, " I have been repeatedly 
solicited to attend, but have declined, not feeling at 
liberty to give a minister a solemn charge with re- 
gard to his duty, unless the people would discharge 
theirs, which they do most cruelly neglect.'' His 
funeral sermon was preached by the Rev. Dr. Gano, 
from Rev. ii. 10, " Be thou faithful unto death," &c. 

1802, Samuel Barker was ordained deacon. 

J 803, Gideon J. Babcock and William Card, 
were ordained deacons. 

The earliest labours of Mr. Bradley, were ren- 
dered the means of attracting multitudes to th« 
house of God ; and he soon had the satisfaction of 
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receiving many as members of the church* In July, 
1803, he baptized Mr. Bela Jacobs, who is now the 
beloved and successful pastor of the church at 
Cambridgeport, (Mass.) The years 1805 and 1806, 
were characterized by a blessed work of Divine 
grace in this town, in which this congregation 
largely participated. Prayer meetings were multi- 
plied, souls were converted, and numbers commenc-* 
ed their spiritual pilgrimage. 

September 9 and 10, 1806, this church enjoyed 
the high satisfaction of receiving, for the first time, 
the Warren Association ; the introductory sermon 
was preached by the Rev. Dr. Baldwin, from first 
Thess. V. 12, 13 : " And we beseech you brethren," 
frc. Dr. Gano was chosen Moderator, and Dr. 
Baldwin, Clerk. The circular letter, upon regene- 
ration, was written by Mr. Bradley. Sermons were 
delivered by brother Wilson, from Matth. xvi. 18 ; 
ty brother Clay, from Amos iv, 12; by brother 
Andrews, from Jude 21 ; by brother Rogers, from 
Is. xxviii. 16 ; by brother Batchelier, from £ccL xii. 
13. This church reported ninety-six added tbat 
year by baptism ; her whole number, two hundred 
and fifty-nine. 

On October 17, 1806, the church held a meeting 
at Jamestown, by previous appointment, for the 
purpose of ordaining to the work of the ministry, 
Mr. Gershom Lane, and on that occasion Mr. 
Bradley preached a sermon. 

May 4, 1807, the church licensed brother Gorton 
Anderson, as a preacher of the gospel; and he 
preached his first sermon in this house, from '^Be- 
hold, I bring unto you glad tidings." 

March 22, 1807, Mr. Bradley removed, to the 
grief of a people, who valued him for his works' 
sake — he removed to Connecticut, and has since 
had various settlements in the church of Christ ; 
and is at present in the western country, on the 
banks of the Mississippi. 
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October 29, 1807, Rev. J. B. Gibson became the 
pastor of the church ; under hia administration, ad* 
ditions were often made. 

September 2, 1810, William Taggart and Wil- 
liam W. Vernon were ordained deaconis, with the 
assistance of sister churches. 

March 26, 1815, Mr. Gibson asked, and received 
a letter of dismission, and ceased to be its pastor. 

Sept. 1, 1816, Rev. Samuel Wydown became the 
stated minister, he remained till 1817. In the be- 
ginning of this year the church applied to the Rev* 
Mr. Elton, to become their pastor. On the 22d of 
February he accepted the call, and on the 11th of 
June was ordained to the pastorship of the church, 
by a Council convened for that purpose. The ser- 
mon was delivered by the Rev. James M. Winchell^ 
from II Cor. ii. 16, "Who is sufficient for these 
things ?" The charge was delivered by the Rev. Dr. 
Gano ; the ordaining prayer by the Rev. Job Bor- 
den. 

August 5, 1817, the church licensed Mr. B. H. 
Fitman as a minister of the gospel. 

The summer of 1820 was rendered memorable to 
many as the period of an extraordinary ingathering 
to the church. One hundred and two were added 
by baptism. 

September 10, 11, 1821. The Warren Associa- 
tion met here. The introductory sermon was preach- 
ed by the Rev. David Benedict, from Prov. xxiii. 
213 ; ** Buy the truth and sell it not.'' Dr. Gano 
was chosen Moderator, and Rev. J. Barnaby, Clerk. 
Sermons were preached by brethren Going, Gani- 
mell (from Isai. xliii. 13) Rice (from John xvii. 4) 
and rarkhurst. 

December 22, 1822. To the grief of an affec- 
tionate people, Mr. Elton requested a dismission, 
from his church, in order to become pastor of the 
church at Windsor, Vt. Mr. Elton is now Profes- 
sor of the Learned Languages in Brown UniTersity. 
S 
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The attention of the Society was immediately 
turned to the Rev. Wm« Gammell, pastor of the 
church at Medfield. Mr. Gammell visited Newport 
in June, and on the iSth, the church and congre- 
gation presented him with a unanimous call to be- 
come their spiritual guide. July 20, a letter was 
received from him, accepting their invitation. Sept. 
7 he joined this church by letter and relation of his 
Christian experience, and became its pastor, and 
his installation occurred Dec. 10, 1823. The min- 
utes of the Council are unfortunately lost. 

The ministry of Mr. Gammell constitutes an era 
in the history of this Society. He produced an im- 
mediate impression upon the opinion of his audience, 
and soon witnessed a most gratifying increase of 
stated hearers, while multitudes evinced the pleas- 
ure with which they became the occasional occu- 
pants of these pews. In this retrospect of by gone 
days, you perceive I have taken no notice of the 
feuds and differences which so frequently prevailed, 
and at some periods threatened you with ruin and 
desolation. I know the topic would be painful, and 
its discussion useless. 

These difficulties have generally originated in tri- 
fles. But you have learned that union is strengtii. 
The labours of Mr. Gammell were blessed by God 
principally to the attainment of two important ob- 
jects ; the establishment of peace in the church, and 
the decided increase of a congregation which had 
always been large. His ministry was rendered in- 
strumental to the conversion of a few ; but had he 
been spared, probably many would have called him 
blessed.* (See Appendix B.) 

At the Warren Association in 1824, it was voted, 
**That we earnestly recommend to the churches of 
this Association, that a library be collected in every 

* Membert have recently been added to the churchy wlio Mdibe 
the oripn ef their ferioue imprasfiOBl to Mr* Q'f tamaMtrj. 
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cburcby for tho benefit of the minister and mem- 
bers." 

Shortly after this, a letter was receii^ed from Mr. 
R. Rogers, with a number of very valuable books, 
as a donation to serve as the commencement of a 
church library. To this catalogue, many recent 
additions have been made, and we have now a 
library of nearly 160 volumes. 

In the early part of 1827, this Society received a 
valuable legacy from Constant Taber, Esq. who had 
for a number of years been a steady friend to tho 
interests of the church and congregation. His will 
was made in 1817. He then made large bequests 
to the Society, and in 1826, on the death of his 
wife, he by a codicil enlarged his original munifi- 
cence, and constituted the corporation his residuary 
legatee. His dwelling he left as a parsonage house, 
and devoted one thousand dollars for the use of the 
poor of the church, at the discretion of the minister 
and deacons.* 

The validity of Judge Taber's will and codicil 
was decided before the Court of Probate, and 
ultimately by the Supreme Judicial Court of the 
State. 

On the 31st of May you were suddenly deprived 
of a beloved pastor. 

I am now to speak of those events upon which it 
is becoming that 1 consult brevity. My first serrices 
with you were on the 17th of June, 1827, and after 
remaining with you a few weeks, I accepted the 
unanimous call of the church and congregation. 
The 27th of September was mutually agreed upon 
for the ordination. At an Ecclesiastical Council, 
which you convened for the purpose, the service was 
performed in the following manner : Mr. Perry read 
the scriptures and prayed ; Dr. Gano preached the 

*Judg» Taber also left legacies to the Baptist Board of .Foreign 
Missions and to the Home Missionazy Society of the R. Island Baptisl 
State Convention. 
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•remon from Acts xx. 24, <^ None of these thipgs 
move me," &c. ; Mir* Benedict delivered the charge; 
Mr. Welsh ofiered up the ordination prayer ; Mr. 
Shurtlifif gave the right hand of fellowship.; Mr. 
iPease addressed the church and society ; and Mr. 
Gale concluded the exercises by prayer. 

This year, Sandford Bell, Nathaniel Sweet and 
Abner Feckham were chosen deacons. 

The summer of 1828, we all of us remember. It 
was one of those seasons upon which memory loves 
to dwell, and the return of such a period is the ob- 
ject of our fondest anticipations. God was with us 
of a truth ; we often saw with the eye of faith One 
in our assembly, whose form was like unto the form 
of the Son of Man. And more than fifty testified 
that he had power on earth to forgive sins. 

And here I cannot forbear to express my gratitude 
to God, that in the additions which we then receiv- 
ed, we still have sources of unmingled joy and satis- 
faction. We see them at our solemn feasts, meet 
them in the ways of Zion, and hope to behold them 
at last perfect before God. 

I believe, my hearers, that you feel with me, that 
our morning's task is solemn and interesting. I feel, 
I trust, the force of this text, " other men have la- 
boured, and ye have entered into their labours." And 
do not you feel ready to say, " God hath done great 
things for us, whereof we are glad ; lo this God shall 
be our God even unto death ; he shall guide us by 
his counsel till he bring us to his glory." May God 
fasten such impressions on our hearts, and cause 
them to produce suitable effects in our lives and 
tempers ! 

Do you not love to think what a number of immor- 
tals, during the period of one hundred and seventy- 
three years, have found this church a nursery for 
heaven ? More than 1250 persons, members of 
this church, are now in another state.-*! love to 
think that of a large multitude of these, Jesus shall 
say, " They are mine." I love to think of the day 



wben their expectations shall be realized; when 
God's purposes shall be accomplished, and when we 
shall see their feet standing and their spirits rejoic- 
ing on the Mount Zion of God, 

But how many of the good men who formerly 
composed this church, would be pained, (if pain 
could enter heaven,) to see those who boar their 
names and fill their places upon earth, neglecting the 
great salvation, and even wanting the form of godli- 
ness. With some before me, it is high time that 
they awake from their apathy on religious sub- 
jects, and become imitators of their worthy ances- 
tors, who through faith and patience are now inher* 
iting the promises. 

I would ask the members of this church seriously 
to examine themselves, in order to ascertain if un* 
der various administrations of the gospel of grace, 
they are really growing in grace and the knowledge 
of Jesus Christ ? Has your faith been increased — 
your hope brightened — your love inflamed ? Do you 
abound in good works ? Are you found in the dis* 
charge of all the relative duties which devolve upon 
you in the closet, the family, the church and the 
world. 

The church of God in the present day has her 
station on commanding heights, and her prospects 
are more plain and glorious than in former ages. 
She is commanded to lift up her eyes and behold 
the world white to the harvest ; and my beloved 
brethren, let us unite our energies with other church- 
es in striving to propagate the gospel of Christ. In 
this sacred task I pray you to remember that you 
are in holy fellowship ; you become co-workers with 
the noble army of prophets, the goodly company of 
apostles — ^you unite in purpose with the glorious 
Redeemer, and you imitate the God of heaven him* 
self. 

If you feel thankful at the remembrance of God's 
goodness in raising up for you a succession of pas- 
tors and teachers, O shew your gratitude by afiord- 
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ing your prayers and support to the schools of the 

i)rQphets. If vain complaints of the inutility of Coll- 
eges and Theological institutions were but super- 
ceded by fervent prayers that God would pour out 
his Spirit upon them, would it not be a blessed ex- 
change ? Let us pray and labour that in our de- 
nomination the ministry may be characterized by 
acknowledged piety and general information. 

I cannot but congratulate you as a church and 
society, on the sweet peace which we are permitted 
to enjoy. Let our " camp" be marked by union, 
our " house" by brotherly love. Long may we be 
able with satisfaction to say to beholders, ^^ Go 
round about Zion, tell the towers thereof, mark ye 
well her bulwarks, consider her palaces, that ye 
may tell it to the generation following" ! 

The aim of the gospel ministry is to present 
*' every man perfect in Christ Jesus." I greatly 
fear some of my dear hearers have never yet receiv- 
ed the Saviour ! The gospel has hitherto been only 
a savor of death unta death. You have had line 
upon line and precept upon precept, from one mes- 
senger after another; and the Master says, <' What 
could I have done for you that I have not done ?" 

I feel much for your condition. You have heard 
much and thought but little of Jesus. I feel for 
you when I think of the march of death through 
this congregation. There^ when I came, sat youth 
and health ; and thercj sat intelligence and virtue ; 
and thercy I saw the hope of heaven on the brow ; 
and thercj alas, but too much thoughtlessness of 
life's great end ; and all, all hath passed into the 
silence of the grave ! 

I see the king of terrors yet in our assembly ; arid 
I fear lest his sudden and sad summons should 
agonize your hearts before you have listened to my 
message. O, " I beseech you that you receive not 
the grace of God in vain." 
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The first remarkable difficulty the church met with, was the unhappy 
spirit of persecution which prevailed in Boston ; under the sharp 
resentments of which, fell three of the members, viz. Mr. John 
Clark, Pastor ; Obadiah Holmes, and John Crandall, who were taken 
up on Lord's day, July 20, 1651, at the house of one of the brethren, 
whom they went to visit* viz. William Witter, in the town of Lynn. 
While Mr. Clark was preaching from Rev. iii. 10, he was arrested by 
two constables, by virtue of a warrant from Mr. Robert Bridges, 
Justice of the Peace : and on the £2d of the same month, were com- 
mitted to prison at Boston ; and on the 31st of the same month, at the 
Court of Assistants, at Boston, they were, by order of Court, signed 
by Increase Noel, Secretary, (only and alone for conscience towards 
God, in dissenting from the received principles oi the church of New- 
England, respecting infant baptism) sentenced Mr. John Clark to pay 
twenty pounds, or be severely whipped ; Mr. Obadiah Holmes thirty 
pounds, or be severely whipped ; and Mr. John Crandall, five pounds, 
or be whipped. By some means or other, none suffered but Mr. 
Holmes, (not as an evil doer) thirty stripes, with the most imaginable 
severity. This was done under the administration of Mr. John Endi- 
cott, Grovemor. 

Extracted from the Church records of 1st Baptist Society, Jfewport* 

The following is an obituary notice which was drawn up by a Min- 
ister in this State. — ^It appeared originally in the Messenger for Feb- 
ruaiy 22, 1828, 

Th^ Rev.-WiLUAM Gammell was bom in j^ton, Jan. 9, 1786. 
In early life he made a profession of religion, and luiited with the First 
Baptist church in that dty, then under the pastoral care of the late 
Dr. Stillman. At about the age of nineteen, he commenced a ooune 
of studies with Rev. Mr. Williams, of Wrentham, and soon after, be 
received a license from his church to engage in those ministerial labours 
in which, for about twenty years, he held a distinguished rank among 
his associates. 

So early and so great was his promise as a preacher, that he was 
•oon called off from his studies, to supply the frequent calls from the 
neighboimng vacant churches, a circunatance which he ever after- 
waide regrett^ ; and the same year ia which he was licensed, he 
accepted the invitatioii of the chmeh in BeOin^am, a town adjoining 
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Wreniham, to become tbeir pastor. Here he continued about iour 
years, when he removed to Medfield, where the most of his ministerial 
services were performed. In this situation his field of labour was very 
extensive ; his congregation spread into a number of the surrounding 
towns, and his duties were indeed arduous and severe. 

Having had a desire for a number of years of being located in a situ- 
ation where his labours would be confined within a narrower compass, 
and some circumstances having transpired to make his continuance in 
this place less desirable than it formerly had been, he in 1823 accepted 
the invitation of the Second Baptist Church and Congregation in New- 
port, R. I. to become their pastor, and to this new scene of labour he 
repaired in September of that year. Although mostly confined to the 
limited precincts of an insular situation in his new location, yet an 
ample field of labour was opened bef<»e him ; and being in the vigour 
of life, with powers of unconunon e£Sciency both of body and mind, 
b0 entered it with ardour and delight. This ancient and populous con- 
gregation had suffered some diminution from the frequent changes in 
its ministry, and the injurious suspensions of regular supplies, but his 
commanding talents soon replenished their capacious house, and filled 
it often to overflowing. Besides the settled inhabitants of the town of 
other communities, visiting strangers, with which, in the milder seasons 
it abounds, showed by their frequent attention to his ministry, his 
growing estimation in the pubpc mind, and the satisfaction they derived 
finom the plain, pungent and scriptural eloquence of his pulpit discourses. 
The stand which he took in this town, and indeed in the State at large 
among all denominations, was unusually good, and all were anxious on 
public occasions of a general nature, to procure his acceptable services. 
But a mysterious Providence saw fit to cut him off in the midst of his 
days, and almost in the beginning of his career, in his new and extensive 
field of labour, under circumstances calculated to spread a gloom ot 
no common density over a wide circle of friends and associates, and to 
produce disappointment and derangement throughout all the cooneadons 
and engagements of his active life. 

Mr. (xammell's most distinguished talent lay in preaching; and he 
gsnerdly rose to the highest point in the pulpit upon themes of a doctri- 
ne nature, which admit of a practical application to the hearts and 
lives of Christians. Although ^he made no pretensions to Isaming, in 
the higher sense of that term, yet his performances were seldom unac- 
ceptable on this account, to men of the greatest literary acquirements 
He had acquired the art of confining himself to his own langua ge, aa^ 
adopting a style purely English, and of course acceptable to all classes 
of his heuers. Our departed fiiend excelled in his extemporaneous 
performances. So abundant was the vocabulary deposited in his 
memory, that he was seldom at a loss for words; he would express 
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hitaielf with the greatept eaie, find apparent! j to bii own lat&sliietieii, 
on all occaaionf , wbe^er in the pulpit or deliberative astembly, with^ 
out any previous preparation. This happy employment he often turn- 
ed to the beet account, in seasons of the most embarrassing natura, as 
many of his intimate friends will easily recollect. He could indeed 
write well, as some of his published discourses wiU show, but there 
was an unction and pathos, accompanied with an interesting personal 
appearance, which could not be transfused into his written communi- 
cations. 

These appendages of public speaking, as Campbell says of certain 
peculiarities of language, are like essences, which cannot be turned 
from one vessel to another without suffering a loss. His voice was 
sonorous and commanding ; in his gestures he was easy and unaffected, 
and rather sparing than redundant, and so much did he excel on public 
occasions, that he was selected unusually frequent at Associations, and 
anniversaries of different kinds, as the principal performer ; for h« 
was sure to be heard, and that with attention, however numerous was 
^is congregation. 

In his doctrinal sentiments, Mr. Gammeli was what may be denomi* 
nated sound, in the proper (orthodox sense of that term; on those point* 
of modem controversy respecting the condition ~of our fallen race, tlui 
plan of salvation, the influence of the Holy Spirit, and the Deity of the 
Redeems, he assumed on all occasions, a position so bold and pei* 
spicuous, that none could be at a loss to understand precisely his opin* 
ions. His friends had the fullest confidence in his integrity and stabO- 
ity, while those who differed from him .in his theological constructions, 
conceded to him, the character of honesty and fairness ; often listened 
to his discourses, with a deep and interested attention, on account of 
the ferv^it and workman-like manner with which they were exhibited ; 
and if they were not converted to his views, they were convinced of his 
sincerity and ability. 

To his denominational friends, he was true to a proverb, althoi^h 
his intercourse with other Christians was affable and familiar. He 
could indeed discover, and did not hesitate to acknowledge, the supe- 
riority of s<wae other communities over his ow|i in point of numben, 
talents and wisdom of management ; but still never did he exhibit any 
disposition to compromise the distinguishing sentiments of Jus nlifHMV 
connexion, however unpopular they ni^t be ; or ^un to avow his 
decided attachment to them. 

For a number of years previous to his removal into this State, aiid 
up to the time of his death, our lamented iriend was a member of the 
corporation of Brown University, and as all his associates in thiit de- 
partment will testify, be was a very active and efficient member of 
that body, in timeis of its greatest trial and emhanrassment 
4 
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Mr. Gamlnell was by nature formed for decition and action ; mud 
when once his purpose was fixed^ no common impediments could di- 
yt>rt him from his course ; and it happened with him, as it generally 
does witli men of this character, that while his friends rallied around 
him with confidence and affection, his opponents were equaUy strong 
uid ardent in their feelings against him, for they well understood that 
the reaction of his efforts would fall upon them with all the force he 
could command ; and that he would do all in his power, by all the fair 
and honourable means which his sagacity and industry could bring into 
action, to establish his principles and consummate his plans. But not- 
withstanding some peculiar traits of character of this kind, his friends 
have the consolation of believing, that he went down suddenly into the 
grave, leaving but a very lew behind him, who did not sincerely la- 
ment his early exit. 

' The circumstances of the death of Mr. Gammell were exceedingly 
afflictive and alarming; he had spent the day as usual in his do- 
mestic and parochial avocations, and had lately returned from 
visiting the mansion house of the late Judge Taber, which with 
other liberal bequests of that munificent friend of this community, 
had lately become their property, and to which their pastor pro- 
posed soon to remove, little expecting so soon to be called to a 
house not made with hands. So suddenly was he called away, that 
his Church, who had assembled for a social meeting near to his house, 
after waiting a while for his doming, sent to inquire the reason of his 
delay, when for the first time, they received the distressing intelligence 
of his death. From his observations, to his family and friends, which 
were afterwards recollected, it was evident that he felt that the hand 
of death was upon him from the first of his illness ; but that he expect- 
ed to sunive, at least, till the coming day. So far as he was able to 
express his views of religion and eternity, they were strong and consol- 
ing; but soon the falal paralysis renewed its rapid work of revulsion 
and disorder, and about the going down of the sun, terminated his 
earthly career, on the 31st of May, 1827, in the 42d year of his age. 

His funeral sermon was preached by the Rev. Dr. Wayland, of 
Brown University, from John vi. 20 ; But he saith unto them, it is /, 
b€ not afraid. As might be expected, the assembly was unusually 
large and solemn, and the discourse very interesting and appropriate. 

Soon after these sad solemnities were performed, and while the 
minds of all were full of tenderness and affection, a subscription was 
commenced for the benefit of the bereaved family. Many gentlemen 
of the town, of other perauasions, readily entered their names with 
liberal donations, and with some aid from a few other places, 900 dol- 
lars in a short time were raised : with this sum, in the low condition of 
real estate in the town, a tomfortable and commodious bouse was pur- 
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cliaMd and Mcured to tha family. Among our denomination this is a 
new method of testifying our respect for the departed sonrants of the 
Lord, and it is one which, it is hoped, will prevail. It gives substan- 
tial proof of the good will of those surviving friends to those whom 
their ministers leave behind them, often in circumstances of pitiful 
dependence. Could ministers generally calculate on this benevolent 
course, it would in a great measure relieve that painful solicitude which 
they too often have occasion to feel for the future welfare of those 
dear objects of their affection, for whom, from the scantiness of their 
res ources, they do but barely provide a subsistence, while they are 
spared to exercise towards them their paternal care and protection. 
The sums thus raised come from so many benefactors, that they are 
never felt by the individuals who join in the charity, but when consoN 
idated, they will save an afilicted family from destitution and distress. 

Mr. Gammell was twice married. His first wife was Mary Slocum, 
of Belbngham, the place of his first settlement in the ministiy. His 
second was Maria A . Maddy, of Wrentbam, who» with six children 
survive him to mourn his loss. 

Mr. Gammell's personal appearance was bold and /engaging; his 
countenence was ruddy and healthful, and the general impression waa 
that his constitution was unusually good ; which his friends, however, 
now assure us was not the ease ; but that his vital misgivings were 
often such, as to lead him to anticipate an eariy and sudden deatk* 
And it was probably owing in part to these impressions, as well a« to 
his views of duty as a Christian, that his house in all points of view, 
was constantly kept in order, and ready to be leil at the sh<Hrtest notice. 

He lived by system, in all his secular as well as spiritual concerns, 
and had his eye continually fixed on that better world, into which, we 
trust, he has been admitted eternally to remain. 

" His hand the good man fastens on the skies, 
And bids earth roll, nor feeli its idle whirl." 
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